
Figure 1:  Factors Leading to Quality Programs and  Positive Child Outcomes
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Child/ Youth
Characteristics:
    *Sex
    *Personality
    *Ability
    * Motivation
    *Cultural
      Background

Within Other
Community Settings:
   -- School, Church,
      Recreation, Work

Within the Family:
   *Strong Family
     Relationships
   *Effective
     Parenting Skills
   *Sufficient
     Resources

Child/Youth
 Outcomes:
   *Able to
     Learn
   *Caring
   *Responsible
   *Productive
   *Engaged in
     Community

Community
Resources:
  *Support for
    Adequate
    Compensation
  *Access to Child
    Care Subsidies
  *Amount of
    Staff Training
  *Breadth of
    Staff Training
  *Quality of
    Staff Training
  *Opportunities for
    Professionalism
  *Capacity for
    Evaluation

Community
Programs:
   *Availability
   *Accessibility
   *Affordability
   *Sustainability
   *Quality

Providers/Staff/
Administrator:
   *Training
   *Attitudes,
     Knowledge,
     Skills, &
     Behaviors
   *Professionalism
   *Education
   *Compensation

Program Setting:
  *Physical Setting
    --Health
    --Safety
    --Learning
       Environments
   *Food Quality
   *Curriculum
   *Family Focus
   *Administration
   *Accredited

Family Skills:
   *Attitudes about
     Care & Education
   *Knowledge of
     Quality Program
     Indicators
   *Knowledge &
     Skills for:
     --Supporting
        Program Goals
         at Home
     -- Family
        Involvement
     --Family
        Advocacy

Family Behaviors:
   *Use of High
     Quality Settings
   *Willingness to
     Pay  Adequate
     Fees
  *Support Program
    Goals at Home
  *Involvement in
     Program
  *Advocate for
     Quality Care &
     Education

Community
Context:
   *Attitudes
   *Diversity
   *Public Policy
   *Regulations
   *Resources
   *Educational
     Opportunities
   *Facilities
   *Transportation
   *Employment
   *Economy

Within the Child/
School-age Care or
Teen Setting:
   *Meets the
     Needs of
     Children/Youth
   *Meet the
     Needs of
      --Staff
      --Families
      --Employers
      --Communities
   *Sustainable
      w/Low Staff
      Turnover
   *Meets Quality
     Standards

Shaded boxes
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focus of ECI
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   Figure 2:  An Ecological Model for Promoting Quality Child Care, School-Age
        Care and Out-of-School Programs for Older Youth and Teens
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Figure 3.  Developmental Stages of Children and Youth
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Figure 4:  Developmental States in Different Domains

Children can be in different developmental stages in each developmental area.
For example,
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Figure 5:  Required Elements of Quality Child Care, School-Age Care, and
                 Out-of-School Programs for Older Youth and Teens
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Figure 6. Empowerment and Action Research Evaluation Approaches
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Evaluation Approach
    --Applied research methods
    --Participatory & empowering
    --Results used to address
      local, state, and national
      issues
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Source: Cooperative Extension System
   Extension "CARES" for America's Children and Youth Initiative
   March, 2001


